
     GOD, THE RIGHTEOUS RULER 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   There are many referrals in scripture to God as ruler, king, and judge and 

scripture always asserts His authority as righteous. 
 

     We go through difficult situations and things don’t go the way we want them to and we 

begin to think that God isn’t fair.  And praise His holy name, He isn’t. 
 

 I John 1:9 KJV 

 

I Chronicles 29:10-13 NIV 
 

     David is near death and he has called an assembly of all his officials.  He recalls his 

humble beginning and his elevation to the position of king. 
 

     He announces God’s desire for Solomon to succeed him as king and to be the one to build 

the temple; a temple according to God’s plan and His specifications. 
 

 I Chronicles 28:3, 6 NASB 
 

     David offers praise to the Lord in front of the whole assembly. 
 

     Every line praises and exalts the Lord. 
 

     Among all of his praise, David recognizes that God is the ruler of all things. 
 

PRINCIPLE #2   The heart of David is evident in his praise of God.  None of his written 

psalms exceed the praise for God here in his last address to the people. 
 

     This comes within a short time after David’s sin of numbering the army of Israel.  God 

had Moses take a census of the fighting men on two occasions.  Why was it a sin for David to 

do the same? 
 

I Chronicles 21:1 NIV, II Samuel 24:1 NIV 
 

     God uses Satan as he used Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar and others to this day. 
 

     The Lord’s anger burned against Israel.  It is obvious they were sinning greatly. 
 

 They rebelled with Absalom against his father David. 
 

 It was not the same nation that existed when David slew Goliath. 
 

      All the nations surrounding them and some beyond were defeated and submissive to  

 them.  There was no fear. 
 

      They were now a wealthy nation.  A short step away from gold and silver being as  

 common as stones.   
 

           II Chronicles 1:15 NASB    
 

      Alien residents were conscripted to do the work. 
 

PRINCIPLE #3   Man seeks after peace, comfort and wealth and fall when God is forgotten. 



I Chronicles 21:2-8 NIV 
 

     Joab objected to David’s command, but submitted and counted most of the fighting men 

of Israel.  Judah had 470,000 fighting men with the rest of Israel having 1,100,000 men. 
 

     David’s command for the census was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
 

 There is no recorded command by the Lord to not take a census, but He could have  

     given that command. 
 

 The sin could have been pride – look at how great I am, see the size of my army. 
 

 The sin could have been a lack of trust. 
 

      Proverbs 3:5-6 KJV 
 

     David confesses his sin and begs God for His forgiveness. 
 

PRINCIPLE #4   God forgives sin, but there is always a penalty for it.  We reap what we sow. 
 

     Achan, Moses, Saul/Paul 
 

I Chronicles 21:9-17 NIV 
 

     The Lord sent Gad to David to choose one of three judgments that would pay for his sin. 
 

 1. Three years of famine 
 

 2. Three months of defeat before their enemies 
 

 3. Three days of plague in the land with the angel of the Lord ravaging every part of  

     Israel. 
 

     David chose three days in the hands of the Lord for His mercy is very great. 
 

     The angel had killed 70,000 men and was looking down on Jerusalem with a drawn sword 

when the Lord stopped him.  David and the elders with him fell face down. 
 

     David asked God to punish only he and his family for he was the guilty one. 
 

     David bought the site of Araunah’s threshing floor, his oxen, his wooden threshing 

sledges, and his wheat and offered a burnt offering to the Lord. 
 

     Araunah wanted to give them to David, but David would not give an offering that cost 

him nothing. 
 

I Chronicles 22:1 NIV 
 

PRINCIPLE #5   God can always make something good come out of a bad situation. 
 

PRINCIPLE #6   David knew that he was judged righteously and he was able to stand before 

the people and praise his Lord so soon after going through his judgment. 


